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The story of Pentax Takumar lenses is a journey through the evolution of optical technology. From 

humble beginnings to groundbreaking innovations, these lenses have consistently pushed the 

boundaries of image quality and creative expression.

The earliest Takumar lenses, introduced by the Asahi Optical Company, featured simple coatings 

that laid the foundation for what was to come. These early models, while limited in their flare 

resistance and contrast, paved the way for the Super Takumar series.

Super Takumars, with their improved single-coat technology, marked a significant step forward. 

They enhanced both contrast and image brightness, capturing scenes with a newfound vibrancy. 

Today, these lenses are revered for their naturally warm image rendition and distinctive, 

expressive flares, adding a touch of vintage character to every frame.

The evolution continued with the advent of Super Multi Coating (SMC) technology, a 

groundbreaking innovation that revolutionized lens performance. SMC Takumars, later known 

simply as Pentax SMC, boasted dramatically improved light transmission and flare resistance, 

resulting in images with exceptional clarity and color accuracy.

 

This journey from basic coatings to sophisticated multi-coatings reflects Pentax's unwavering 

commitment to optical excellence. Each generation of Takumar lenses built upon the successes of 

its predecessors, pushing the boundaries of image quality and empowering photographers to 

capture the world with unparalleled clarity and artistry.
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GL OPTICS
At GL Optics, we are proud pioneers in 
the art of lens rehousing. Now on our 
Mk V lens body, we have established 
a reputation for excellence.


